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Introduction
Denmark boasts a rich and complex history of migration that has played a vital role in shaping
its cultural and economic landscape. Throughout its history, migration flows have exerted
significant influence on Denmark's social and political development, contributing to the
formation of its unique national identity. Presently, Denmark continues to attract migrants
from diverse regions of the world, offering numerous opportunities for employment,
education, and a high standard of living. Nevertheless, the issue of migration to Denmark
remains multifaceted and contentious, with debates focusing on topics such as social
integration, inclusion, and the impact on the nation's welfare system. Therefore, gaining a
nuanced understanding of the dynamics of migration in Denmark is crucial for policymakers,
researchers, and members of the general public alike.
Following a period of mass emigration right after the Second World War, caused by a period
of heavy unemployment, the development of the manufacturing industry rapidly increased the
demand for labor force, attracting a large number of immigrants coming mainly from
Pakistan, Turkey and former Yugoslavia.
However, the immigration policy became way stricter in the following decade, allowing only
immigrant workers from other nordic regions into the country. In the first part of the 1970’s,
the government allowed guest workers to reunify with their families inside the country,
making this method of immigration the primary tool for people willing to come to Denmark.
From there onward, the immigration policy became even more stringent. Starting with the
election of the Danish People's party accompanied by Queen Margrethe’s controversial
statements on immigrants, the political influence on migration proved to be effective. In fact,
in 2015, the government revoked the political protection ensured to asylum seekers; this left,
for example, Syrian refugees (who are the 2nd largest group of migrants coming into the
country) to an uncertain and dramatic future.
The strong political stance on immigration has only worsened since then, with the Danish PM
Mette Frederiksenis' ambition to have: “[...] zero asylum seekers in the future”, justifying that
this steady policy is just a mean to improve the quality of integration and not to hinder the
social cohesion, as it would be too difficult with a large number of refugees and immigrants
coming inside the country.
Of course, this situation made Denmark one of the least appealing countries to immigrate to,
bringing many immigrants to leave the country and to avoid going to it for working purposes,
but it has been registered a consistent amount of immigration into the country, and taking into
account the decrease of the fertility rate in the EU, it is a positive phenomena in order to
de-age the population given that immigration flows are very steady for young people between
20 to 30 years old.
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1. Stock of total population
Table 1

Table 1.1

Source: EUROSTAT (demo_pjan). Population on 1 January by age and sex.

The total stock population increased of 5.62% of the population since 2013.

2. Stock of migrants in the last 10 years
Table 2

Source: EUROSTAT [migr_pop3ctb]
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From this graph, we can see that throughout the years the number of immigrants increased at
a considerable rate; from foreign countries it has increased of the 36%, while it has increased
by 30,9% for immigrants from EU countries, whereas the lowest increase has been registered
for non-EU countries with a 23% increase.

Table 2.1

Values on the “y” axis are expressed in thousands. Source: EUROSTAT [migr_pop3ctb]

Table 2.1 shows the constant increase in the number of immigrants discussed above, although
lacking information about EU and Non-EU countries because of the absence of data about
immigrants after Brexit.

3. Immigration stock by category (sex, age, country of birth and
reason for migration)

3.1 Stock of immigrants divided by country of birth

Table 3

Source: EUROSTAT [migr_pop3ctb]
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Table 3.1

3.1.1 Stock of migrants divided by country of birth: focus on Poland, Afghanistan, Iran,
Morocco and Ukraine

Table 4

Source: EUROSTAT [migr_pop3ctb]

The data shown in table 4 demonstrate, with the Polish diaspora being one of the most
prominent in the world, that Polish people are the largest immigrant group to choose
Denmark as their destination country. This table helps us understand that Denmark is a place
of migration mostly for people coming from Eurozone countries. In fact, Iran stands at the 9th
place, Afghanistan at the 18th, Ukraine as 19th, and finally Morocco at 38th in the list of the
countries of origin.
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Table 4.1

3.2 Immigration stock by age group

Table 5

Source: EUROSTAT [migr_pop3ctb]

The amount of immigrants going to Denmark has a great number of people between 20 to 40
years old, with this trend being repeated consistently. In fact, taking into account 2021, the
group concerning people between 25 and 29 years old constitute the 10,83% of the total
migration flows, the group between 30 to 34 years old covers the 12,35% and the group from
35 to 39 years old constitutes the 11,39%, therefore roughly 35% of the total amount of
immigrants is covered by 35% of people between 25 and 39 years old. A considerable number
rises in the age range over 65 years old, with 9,38% of the total number of immigrants in that
year.
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Table 5.1

3.3 Immigration stock by category (sex)

Table 6

Source:EUROSTAT [migr_pop3ctb]

It can be seen by the data shown in the table that there is no significant difference in the
immigration flows concerning males and females, with a slightly higher number of females
every year than males, in fact, considering 2022, there is only a small 0,94% difference.
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Table 6.1

3.4 Immigration stock by category (reasons for migration)

Table 7

Source: EUROSTAT [migr_resvalid]

Since there is no available data for the years 2012-2020, we took into account only the year
2021.
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Table 7.1

4. Population growth

Table 8
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Table 8.1

Population growth in the last 10 years. Source: EUROSTAT [demo_gind]

As it can be seen from the previous graphs the population of Denmark has been steadily
increasing. Though, it has to be noted that the growth is very slow. In the period between
2012 and 2021 the amount of people living in Denmark has increased only by 265.161 people
which makes up 2.69% of the population.

Table 9

Projection of population growth in the future. Source: EUROSTAT [proj_19np]

According to the projection of the population growth of EUROSTAT, in the next 40 years the
population growth will follow the same trend: slow and steady increase. By 2060 the
population is supposed to be a little higher than 6 million people.
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5. Flows of Migrants in the last 10 years
Table 10

Time Emigration Immigration

2013 43.310 60.312

2014 44.426 68.388

2015 44.625 78.492

2016 52.654 74.383

2017 56.403 68.579

2018 60.381 64.669

2019 66.520 61.484

2020 53.822 57.230

2021 44.008 63.489

Source: EUROSTAT [MIGR_EMI5NXT] and EUROSTAT [MIGR_IMM12PRV]

Table 10.1

Denmark has experienced a positive migration flow over the past decade. During this period,
there was a consistently higher number of immigrants entering the country than emigrants
leaving it. Up until 2015, the number of immigrants arriving in Denmark steadily grew. Since
then, however, the number of immigrants has decreased in the country.
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Migration flows data capture the number of migrants entering and leaving (inflow and
outflow) a country over the course of a specific period, in this case one year. Data on
migration flows are essential for understanding migration patterns and how different factors
and policies in countries of origin and destination may be related to flows. However, currently
only 45 countries, including Denmark, report their migration flow data to the United Nations.
Migration flows data on migrants entering and leaving over the course of a given time period
are often confused with migration stock data which estimate all migrants residing in a country
at a particular point in time.
In order to draw the data regarding the flow of migration in Denmark in the past 10 years the
data of immigration by broad group of country of previous residence and then emigration by
broad group of country of usual next residence was extracted. The graphic highlights how the
immigration inflow is not significantly larger than the emigration outflow.

6. Immigration Flow

6.1 Immigration flow by group (age)

Table 11

Source: EUROSTAT [migr_imm1ctz]

Table 11.1
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As we can see from the tables 11 and 11.1, according to the data extracted from Eurostat, the
most significant categories of immigrants in Denmark (in between the years 2012-2021)
belong respectively to the age ranges 20-24, 25-29, and 30-34 years old. It can be seen that
there is a consistent number of young people entering the country, detaching from an
European context in which the fertility rate is consistently decreasing.

6.2 Immigration flow by group (sex)

Table 12

Source: EUROSTAT [migr_imm8]

Table 12.1

Based on the data collected from Eurostat, we can clearly see that, from 2012 to 2021, male
immigrants joined the country more than female ones. One main reason is that male
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emigration rotates around finding better working conditions, and only after the males have
settled properly the females join them for family reunification reasons. As we can see, in
2015 the country reached its peak number of immigration flow. However, after this pivotal
year we can see that the number of immigrants decreased by 27% until 2020, which was the
least busy. This happened primarily because of the new strict policies implemented by the
government. Moreover, we should remember that crossing borders in 2020 was way harder
because of the Covid-19 pandemic. This latter reason could explain why in 2021 we
witnessed an 11% increase in the number of immigrants flowing into the country.

6.3 Immigration flow by group (reasons for migration)

Table 13

Table 13.1

Source: EUROSTAT [migr_resfas]

These two tables demonstrate in a clearer manner what has been stated above: the two main
reasons for migration are family and employment. During this 10 year span taken into
consideration, 103.804 persons migrated for family reasons while 103.433 for employment.
It can be clearly seen that the ratio is 1:1, showing the strong link between who moves for
working and who joins afterwards.
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6.4 Immigration flow by group (country of birth)

Table 14

Source:EUROSTAT [migr_imm3ctb]

Table 14.1

Table 14.1 shows that, once again, 2015 has been the busiest year. What is added here
explains better the multicultural panorama of immigrants flowing into Denmark. In fact, as
previously mentioned, European countries (especially those outside the European Union)
represent a large share of the total flow of immigrants. We can mention Poland and Romania.
However, the largest share of immigrants come from foreign countries (which, every year, are
almost twice as the immigrants coming from Europe) such as Syria, Turkey, Iraq, and Iran.
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7. Total number of refugees (asylum seekers, sex and age)
Table 15

This graph shows the total number of refugees that have settled in Denmark during the last 10
years (2013-2022) divided by sex. It can be observed that the amount of male refugees
(45.930) is far greater than the amount of females refugees (20.650).
It can also be observed that from the year 2019 to 2020 there was an important decrease of
total refugees of 38,5%.

8. Share of refugees on total migration
Table 16

source: EUROSTAT [migr_resvalid]
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Table 16.1

According to the data available in tables 16 and 16.1 the share of refugees is 12.2% on total
migration. While the amount of people with subsidiary protection amounts to 4.6%.

9. Migrants Integration Indicators: employment or unemployment
Table 17

Source: EUROSTAT, online data code: LFSA_PGANWS.



18

Table 17.1

Source: EUROSTAT (LFSA_PGANWS)

The data in table 17.1 is calculated out of 1000 and includes both male and female foreigners,
in the working age 16-64, in the years 2012-2021.
The table shows the employment or unemployment of immigrants as an indicator of their
integration in Denmark. The data shows a stable increase of employment of foreigners and a
steady decrease of the amount of unemployed migrants throughout the years.

Table 18
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Source: EUROSTAT (LFSA_UPGAN)

The data in table 18 is calculated in percentage and includes both male and female foreigners,
in the working age 15-74, in the years 2012-2021.
The table is useful to further analyze the integration of migrants in Denmark, as it shows the
long-term unemployment (12 months or more) rate of foreigners and the data reveal a slow
decrease from 2016 to 2020 which, however, is interrupted by a new increase in 2021.
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Conclusion
Considering all the above data, it can be observed that the population of Denmark has been
steadily increasing, with an increase of the total stock population by 5.62% since 2013.
It has to be noted that the growth is very slow but steady, and according to the projection of
the population growth of EUROSTAT, in the next 40 years the population growth will follow
the same trend, so that by 2060 the population is supposed to be a little higher than 6 million
people. This is in part due to the fact that there is a consistent number of young people
entering the country, detaching from a European context in which the fertility rate is
consistently decreasing.
It is also evident from the above data that the number of immigrants arriving in Denmark
steadily grew until 2015, reaching in that year its peak number of immigration flows.
Since then, the number of immigrants has decreased by up to 27% in 2020. This happened
mostly because of the new strict policies implemented by the government, and because
crossing borders in 2020 was difficult due to the restrictions for the Covid-19 pandemic. This
latter reason could explain why in 2021 we witnessed an 11% increase in the number of
immigrants flowing into the country. As a matter of fact, in the same time span from 2019 to
2020 there was an important decrease of total refugees by 38,5%.
As mentioned at the beginning of this report, the issue of migration to Denmark sparks
debates focusing on matters such as social integration, inclusion, and the impact on the
nation's welfare system, so that it is important to consider the employment or unemployment
rates of immigrants as an indicator of their integration in Denmark, and as the data in the last
table shows, there has been a stable increase of employment of foreigners and a steady
decrease of the amount of unemployed immigrants throughout the years.
The data shows a stable increase of employment of foreigners and a constant decrease of the
amount of unemployed migrants throughout the years.
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