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Introduction 

The concept of m
igration refers to the action of som

eone leaving their hom
e country, changing their residence, and m

oving to another country. 
There are internal and external m

igrations, the form
er refers to som

eone m
oving inside his/her ow

n country, w
hile the latter refers to m

oving from
 

one country to another. 

G
erm

any is an im
portant destination country, according to data it is the country w

ith the highest num
ber of foreign-born population in Europe. 1 

M
oreover it is the fifth country in the w

orld for hosting the highest num
ber of refugees. 2 

In this report w
e w

ill provide som
e data about the stock of population in the past 10 years in G

erm
any, and the population grow

th. M
oreover, w

e 
w

ill analyze the distribution of im
m

igrants base on various category, such as citizenship. Finally, w
e w

ill analyze the num
ber of asylum

 seekers 
and refugees in the country.  

          

 
1   International O

rganization M
igration R

eport, 2022  
2 Ibid.  
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 Stock of Population 

G
erm

any reported the largest total num
ber of im

m
igrants flow

 (874 400) in 2021, follow
ed by Spain (528 900), France (336 400) and Italy (318 400). 

G
erm

any also reported the highest num
ber of em

igrants in 2021 (543 200), follow
ed by Spain (380 800), R

om
ania (216 900) according to 

EU
R

O
STA

T. In 2022 there w
ere 1.l m

illion m
ore people living in G

erm
any than in the previous year. The arrival of im

m
igrants of w

orking age 
com

pensated for the ageing of the population. W
hile the overall proportion of G

erm
ans of w

orking age (15 to 63 years) w
as 61.6%

 in 2022, it w
as 

75.9%
 am

ong people com
ing from

 abroad. 

G
erm

any reported the largest total num
ber of im

m
igrants (1 544 000 people or 33%

 of the EU
 total) in 2015, follow

ed by the U
nited K

ingdom
 (631 

000 or 14%
), France (364 000 or 8%

), Spain (342 000 or 7%
) and Italy (280 000 or 6%

). 2015 w
as a peak of im

m
igration to G

erm
any, though from

 
2022 the im

m
igration flow

 to G
erm

any is grow
ing after 6 years of reduction.      

G
erm

any hosted the second largest num
ber of m

igrants w
orldw

ide, at around 16 m
illion, follow

ed by Saudi A
rabia (13 m

illion), the R
ussian Federation 

(12 m
illion) and the U

nited K
ingdom

 (9 m
illion). A

ccording to January 15, 2021, R
eport of U

N
 D

epartm
ent of Econom

ic and Social A
ffairs R

eport   

Share of non-EU
 im

m
igrants in G

erm
any equals to (63%

). 3 

If w
e are talking about the m

ain population indicators in G
erm

any w
e should m

ention the total population stock, dem
ographic balance, population 

change, stock of population by a country of birth, fertility rates and m
ortality rates.  

   

 
3 O

EC
D

 M
igration O

utlook  2022 :  
https://w

w
w

.oecd-ilibrary.org/sites/30fe16d2-en/1/2/4/index.htm
l?item

Id=/content/publication/30fe16d2-
en&

_csp_=97175d429ae5e4e04cd3cccbbfc84945&
item

IG
O

=oecd&
item

C
ontentType=book 

 https://w
w

w
.oecd-ilibrary.org/sites/30fe16d2-en/1/3/8/15/index.htm

l?item
Id=/content/publication/30fe16d2-

en&
_csp_=97175d429ae5e4e04cd3cccbbfc84945&

item
IG

O
=oecd&

item
C

ontentType=book 
 



5 
 

 

G
erm

any including fom
er G

DR 
 

 
2013 

2014 
2015 

2016 
2017 

2018 
2019 

2020 
2021 

2022 
 

Total stock of population
4 

80523746 
80767463 

81187537 
82175684 

82521653 
82792351 

83019213 
83166711 

83155031 
83237124 

 

Foreign- born population
5 

9456225 
9 807 877 

10 220 418 
10 908 255 

12 105 436 
13 745 84304 

14 879 635 
15 040 708 

15162 728 
15 287 650 

 

Fertility rates 6 
1.41871 

1.47486 
1.50232 

1.59662 
1.56944 

1.56558 
1.54091 

1.53148 
1.57669 

 
 

m
ortality rates 7 

893582 
893825 

868356 
925200 

910902 
932272 

954874 
939520 

985572 
1 023 687 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

stock of im
m

igrants 8 
 

 
10 220 418 

 
 

 
13 132 146 

15 762 457 
 

 
 

stock of im
m

igrants  
m

ales 6 

 
 

5 037 961 
 

 
 

6 881 990 
7 891 635 

 
 

 

stock of im
m

igrants 
 fem

ales 6  

 
 

5 182 457 
 

 
 

6 250 156 
7 870 822 

 
 

 

International m
igrant stock %

 
of total population

9 
  

 
12,5 

 
 

 
19,1 

22,6 
 

 
 

flow
 of im

m
igrants 10 

692713 
884893 

1571047 
1029852 

917109 
893886 

886341 
728606 

874367 
 

 

 
4 EU

R
O

STA
T, Table Population on 1 January by age and sex,,G

erm
any:   

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrow
ser/view

/dem
o_pjan/default/table?lang=en 

5EU
R

O
STA

T, Foreign-born population, G
erm

any:  https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrow
ser/view

/tps00178/default/table?lang=en 
6 EU

R
O

STA
T, Fertility rates by age data:   https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrow

ser/view
/dem

o_frate/default/table?lang=en 
7 EU

R
O

STA
T, M

ortality rates by age data:  https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrow
ser/view

/dem
o_m

agec/default/table?lang=en 
8 U

N
 Population D

ivision D
epartm

ent of Econom
ic and Social A

ffairs (International m
igrant stock by sex and m

ajor area 1990-2019) : 
https://view

.officeapps.live.com
/op/view

.aspx?src=https%
3A

%
2F%

2Fw
w

w
.un.org%

2Fdevelopm
ent%

2Fdesa%
2Fpd%

2Fsites%
2Fw

w
w

.un.org.dev
elopm

ent.desa.pd%
2Ffiles%

2Fundesa_pd_2019_m
igrant_stock_total_dataset.xlsx&

w
dO

rigin=B
R

O
W

SELIN
K

 
9 U

N
 Population D

ivision, International m
igrant stock 2020, %

 of m
igrants of total population: 

https://view
.officeapps.live.com

/op/view
.aspx?src=https%

3A
%

2F%
2Fw

w
w

.un.org%
2Fdevelopm

ent%
2Fdesa%

2Fpd%
2Fsites%

2Fw
w

w
.un.org.dev

elopm
ent.desa.pd%

2Ffiles%
2Fundesa_pd_2020_im

s_stock_by_sex_and_destination.xlsx&
w

dO
rigin=B

R
O

W
SELIN

K
 

10 EU
R

O
STA

T Total num
ber of long-term

 im
m

igrants, im
m

igrants flow
: 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrow
ser/view

/tps00176/default/table?lang=en 
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population change,rates 
 of natural change,net m

igration
11  

3 
5.3 

12.0 
4.2 

3.3. 
2.7 

1.8 
-0,1 

1.0 
 

 

 

 

 

 
11 EU

R
O

STA
T, Population change - crude rates of total change, natural change and net m

igration plus adjustm
ent: 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrow
ser/view

/TPS00019/default/table?lang=en&
category=dem

o.dem
o_ind 
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EU
R

O
STA

T https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrow
ser/view

/tps00176/default/line?lang=en 

 



8 
 

 
EU

RO
STAT 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrow
ser/view

/tps00176/default/bar?lang=en 

  



9 
 

 

The largest num
ber of im

m
igrants in G

erm
any w

ere from
 R

om
ania, as of 2021. The top three origin countries w

ere rounded up by Poland and 
B

ulgaria. Im
m

igrants are defined as having left a country, w
hich m

ay be their hom
e country, to perm

anently reside in another. U
pon arriving, 

im
m

igrants do not hold the citizenship of the country they m
ove to. 

 In 2020, G
erm

any received 532 000 new
 im

m
igrants on a long-term

 or perm
anent basis (including changes of status and free m

obility), -17.3%
 

com
pared to 2019. This figure com

prises 63.5%
 im

m
igrants benefitting from

 free m
obility, 10.1%

 labour m
igrants, 13.7%

 fam
ily m

em
bers 

(including accom
panying fam

ily) and 12%
 hum

anitarian m
igrants. A

round 12 000 perm
its w

ere issued to tertiary-level international students and 6 
100 to tem

porary and seasonal labour m
igrants (excluding intra-EU

 m
igration). In addition, 411 000 intra-EU

 postings w
ere recorded in 2020, a 



10 
 decrease of -19%

 com
pared to 2019. These posted w

orkers are generally on short-term
 contracts. Foreign-born population – 2021 equals to 16.2%

 
of the population. 12  

 

 
O

EC
D

  

https://w
w

w
.oecd-ilibrary.org/sites/30fe16d2-en/1/3/8/15/index.htm

l?item
Id=/content/publication/30fe16d2-

en&
_csp_=97175d429ae5e4e04cd3cccbbfc84945&

item
IG

O
=oecd&

item
C

ontentType=book 

    

 
12 O

EC
D

 m
igration outlook 2022 :  

 https://w
w

w
.oecd-ilibrary.org/sites/30fe16d2-en/1/2/4/index.htm

l?item
Id=/content/publication/30fe16d2-en&

_csp_=97175d429ae5e4e04cd3cccbbfc84945&
item

IG
O

=oecd&
item

C
ontentType=book 
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 Stock of m

igrants in the last 10 years 

  T
he stock of M

ale Im
m

igrants 
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523840 
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T
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612630 
 

6978 
 

21020 
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Source: https://stats.oecd.org/#  (alternative to no values given on Eurostat) 13 

 

C
om

m
ents:  

M
any m

ale im
m

igrants are w
ithin the w

orking age range i.e., betw
een 25-64 years. This explains w

hy M
orocco and Iran have no provided values for 

the 15-24 and over 65. Turkish-born im
m

igrants dw
arf the rest of the im

m
igrants of w

orking age w
ith a figure above half a m

illion. M
oreover, this 

can be explained by the relationship betw
een the G

erm
ans and Turkey since the “gastarbeiter” days w

hich sees a significant Turkish population already 
settled in the host state and facilitated the inflow

 of Turkish im
m

igrants. The U
krainian value can probably be attributed to fleeing w

ar since the 
R

ussian invasion. The A
fghan value also reflects sim

ilar sentim
ents even though they tend to go to closer destinations or are displaced internally. 

 
13 https://stats.oecd.org/  
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Total 

 
23410 

 
28310 

 
8830 

 
566470 

 
7553 

 
8920 
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Source: https://stats.oecd.org/# 14 

C
om

m
ents:  

The stock of fem
ale im

m
igrants, w

hile slightly less in com
parison to the m

ales, reflects the sam
e trends am

ong the sending countries, w
ith zero values 

for those below
 or above the w

orking age for M
orocco and the A

sian countries.  

 T
he T

otal Stock of Im
m

igrants  

 
14 https://stats.oecd.org/  
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Source: https://s 15tats.oecd.org/#  

 C
om

m
ents: 

 
15 https://stats.oecd.org/  

0
100000

200000
300000

400000
500000

600000
700000

M
or

Irn Ira

Tur

U
kr

Afg

Im
m

igrant stock by sex and country of birth

Fem
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M
ale

M
ale 

 
29,360 

 
40,880 

 
39,000 

 
612,630 

 
6,978 

 
21,020 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Fem
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23,410 
 

28,310 
 

8,830 
 

566,470 
 

7,553 
 

8,920 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

T
otal 

 
52,770 

 
69,190 

 
47,830 

 
1179,100 

 
14,531 

 
29,940 
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 The above diagram

 illustrates the com
bined values of all m

igrants w
ithout breaking them

 into various age groups. It still dem
onstrates a larger stock 

of m
ale than fem

ale im
m

igrants. U
kraine how

ever presents an exception w
ith m

ore fem
ales than m

ale im
m

igrants. A
 sim

ple explanation relates to 
the m

ales rem
aining for arm

y conscription w
hile fem

ales have m
igrated. 

R
esidence Perm

its Issued by R
eason 

 
 

T
otal 

 
FR

 
 

E
D

U
 

 
E

M
P 

 
O

T
H

E
R

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
T
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6929 
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U

kraine 
 

3352 
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548 
 

637 
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M
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A
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668 

 
9672 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
T

otal 
 

185675 
 

70812 
 

22710 
 

18724 
 

73429 
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Source: https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrow
ser/view

/m
igr_resfas/default/table 16 

 C
om

m
ents: 

The largest num
ber of residence perm

its issued w
ere given to Iraqis w

ith a value of just over 14, 000 w
hilst M

orocco has the least.   

*Iran value not show
n 

 T
otal Perm

its Issued by R
eason 

 
16 https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrow

ser/view
/m

igr_resfas/default/table  
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Source
17 

 C
om

m
ents: 

The m
ost used channel for m

igration is usually fam
ily reunification but for the year in question, this w

as eclipsed by the residual category of “others” 
w

hich includes refugees seeking protection. The num
ber w

as spiked by the crisis in A
fghanistan. Em

ploym
ent w

as the least used channel, w
hile 12%

 
of the perm

its issued w
ere for study purposes. 

     

 
17 https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrow

ser/view
/m

igr_resfas/default/table  
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 Population grow

th  

U
sing data from

 Eurostat, it is possible to determ
ine the grow

th trend of the G
erm

an population from
 2013 to 2021. This table dem

onstrates the 
num

ber of persons having their usual residence in a country on 1 January of the respective year. A
s can be seen, although there is population grow

th, 
the total grow

th has declined significantly in recent years. 

 Y
ear 

Population, 1 January* 
T

otal grow
th 

2013 
80 523 746 

243 717 
2014 

80 767 463  
430 074 

2015 
81 197 537 

978 147 
2016 

82 175 684 
345 969 

2017 
82 521 653 

270 698 
2018 

82 792 351 
226 862 

2019 
83 019 213 

147 498 
2020 

83 166 711 
11 680 

2021 
83 155 031 

82 093 
Source

18 

This form
ula calculates the total grow

th: 

Total grow
th in 2013 = Population in 2014 – Population in 2013 = (80 767 463) - (80 523 746) = 243 717 

* https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrow
ser/view

/tps00001/default/table?lang=en 

  T
able 1 

 

 
18 https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrow

ser/view
/tps00001/default/table?lang=en 
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Source
19 

T
able 2 

Y
ear 

L
ive births*  

D
eaths** 

N
atural change 

 

2013 
682 069 

893 825 
-211 756 

2014 
714 927 

868 356 
-153 429 

2015 
737 575 

925 200 
-187 625 

2016 
792 141 

910 902 
-118 761 

2017 
784 901 

932 272 
-147 371 

 
19 https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrow

ser/view
/tps00001/default/table?lang=en  
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 2018 

787 523 
954 874 

-167 351 

2019 
778 090 

939 520 
-161 430 

2020 
773 144 

985 572 
-212 428 

2021 
795 492 

1 023 687 
-228 195 

 Source
2021 

*https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrow
ser/view

/dem
o_fagec/default/table?lang=en  

**https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrow
ser/view

/dem
o_gind/default/table?lang=en 

 N
atural change in 2013: Live births (682 069) – D

eaths (893 825) = -211 756  

It should be noted that the increase in the num
ber of births is insignificant. A

lso, the death rate every year is higher than the birth rate. Thus, the 
natural change is negative since there are m

ore dead people than born. The question then arises as to w
hy the population in Table 1 is increasing. 

 
20 *https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrow

ser/view
/dem

o_fagec/default/table?lang=en  
21 **https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrow

ser/view
/dem

o_gind/default/table?lang=en  
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Table 3  

Y
ear 

N
atural change 

N
et m

igration plus 
statistical adjustm

ent*  
T

otal grow
th 

2013 
-211 756 

455 473 
243 717 

2014 
-153 429 

583 503 
430 074 

2015 
-187 625 

1 165 772 
978 147 

2016 
-118 761 

464 730  
345 969 

2017 
-147 371 

418 069 
270 698 

2018 
-167 351 

394 213 
226 862 

2019 
-161 430 

308 928 
147 498 
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 2020 

-212 428 
200 748 

11 680 

2021 
-228 195 

310 288 
82 093 

 Source
22 

*https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrow
ser/view

/dem
o_gind/default/table?lang=en 

Total grow
th in 2013 = N

atural change (– 211 756) + N
et m

igration (455 473) = 243 717 

 The difference betw
een the early identified natural change and the net m

igration data taken from
 Eurostat show

s a total increase that is consistent w
ith 

the data in Table 1. Thus, it w
as revealed that the population of G

erm
any grew

 due to the grow
th of m

igration. 

            

 
22 *https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrow

ser/view
/dem

o_gind/default/table?lang=en  
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 Flow

s of m
igrants in the last 10 years  

 
 

            

Source: Eurostat   O
nline data code: M

IG
R

_IM
M

3C
TB

 

C
om

m
ents:  

* In the 10-years period from
 2012 to 2021, w

e notice that the num
ber of fem

ale im
m

igrants is alw
ays less than m

ale. 
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 * The graph of im

m
igration to G

erm
any is like a m

ountain, that is, from
 2012 to 2015, w

e see an increase and then a decrease until 2021, and 

im
m

igration is increasing again. 

* The reason for the highest m
igration rate in 2015 w

as the Syrian C
ivil W

ar and the presence of ISIS in this country. (Y
ear of m

igration crisis in 

Europe). 

* The reason for the increase in im
m

igration in 2021, after a 5-year period of im
m

igration reduction, is the start of vaccination against the corona 

virus. 

  

✓
 

A
ge: 15-64 

✓
 

C
ountry of birth: Total 

YEAR: 2021 
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Source: Eurostat O

nline data code: M
IG

R
_R

ESFA
S 

 C
om

m
ents:  

• 
* The m

ost com
m

on reason for m
igration is the “O

ther”, w
hich m

eans that the m
ajority of im

m
igrants are non-specialists (educational and 

w
ork). 

• 
* C

ontrary to popular belief, the num
ber of educational im

m
igrants has been m

ore than the num
ber of em

ploym
ent im

m
igrants to G

erm
any. 

37 %
 

11 %
 

9 %
 

43 %
 

Fam
ily 

Education
 

Em
ploym

ent 
O

ther 
R

easons: 
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   T

otal num
ber of refugees (asylum

 seekers, sex, age).  

The U
N

C
H

 consider refugees as “som
eone w

ho is unable or unw
illing to return to their country of origin ow

ing to a w
ell-founded fear of being 

persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, m
em

bership of a particular social group, or political opinion.”
23 W

hen w
e think of im

m
igration, 

w
e consider refugees as one of the m

ain channels of entrance to a country by an im
m

igrant. O
n the other hand, an asylum

 seeker is another different 
situation, for a person to be recognized as a refugee it is necessary to apply and receive legal protection and m

aterial assistance know
n as the “A

sylum
”.  

For this reason, asylum
 seekers are not included in population counts in m

any m
em

ber states unlike refugees like in the case of G
erm

any. The reason 
is that the condition of A

sylum
 can be denied and only the positive decisions on A

sylum
 are considered refugees.  

 So far, the total num
ber of refugees that w

e can see on the table below
 is the com

pilation of asylum
 applications in G

erm
any and the final decisions 

on asylum
 application.  

 

 

 

E
urostat: M

IG
R

_A
SY

A
PPC

T
Z

A
 

 
23 U

N
 G

eneral A
ssem

bly, Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees, 28 July 1951, U
nited N

ations, Treaty Series, vol. 189, p. 137, available at U
N

TS. 
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            The total sum
 of asylum

s applicants w
ill be far superior of the total num

ber of refugees recognized in a year in G
erm

any by the fact that som
e asylum

 
applications w

ill be denied or not given.  

In the follow
ing graph w

e have the am
ount of “refugees” in G

erm
any in the las 5 years in color m

agenta w
ith the total of positive decisions in contrast 

the color red indicates the total w
e have the num

ber of asylum
s seekers, other conditions including the rejected applications.  

G
erm

any 
Total Asylum

 
applicants. 

2018 
184.180 

2019 
165.615 

2020 
121.955 

2021 
190.545 

2022 
243.835 
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Eurostat: M
IG

R
_A

SY
D

C
FIN

A
 

  A
sylum

 seeker by sex:  W
ith no doubt w

e can agree that the portion of m
ale im

m
igrant asylum

 seeker going to G
erm

any is large that its fem
ale 

counterpart. It is very evident on last year the proportion of asylum
 seeker to G

erm
any w

as close to the double than the w
om

an im
m

igrating.  

   



30 
 

 

Eurostat: M
IG

R
_A

SY
A

PPC
TZA

 

  A
sylum

 seekers by age:  W
e can appreciate in the graph below

 that the tendency of asylum
 seeker in G

erm
any are in the age spam

 betw
een eighteen 

and thirty-four years follow
ed by children of less than fourteen. A

s a result, w
e can conclude that fam

ilies’ asylum
s seekers are predom

inant m
eanw

hile 
seniors are the ones w

ho seek less asylum
.  
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Eurostat: M
IG

R
_A

SY
A

PPC
TZA
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 Share of refugees on total m

igration, 2021 

To understand the share of refugees on total m
igration, firstly one m

ust calculate the num
ber of m

igrants during the selected year. In 2021, there w
ere 

874 367 in G
erm

any. 24 The next step is to consider the “total positive decision” of asylum
 seekers in that year because those people w

hose asylum
 

seeker application has been accepted are then given the status of refugees. N
o specific country of citizenship w

as chosen, but just the “total”, and w
hat 

has been specifically selected is the “first instance total positive decisions”. A
ccording to data com

ing from
 Eurostat, in 2021, the num

ber of refugees 
w

as 59850. Therefore, the share of refugees on total m
igration is (59850/874367) *100 = 6.8%

. 

 

Eurostat (online data code: M
IG

R
_A

SY
D

C
FSTA

) 25 

A
m

ong the 59 850 refugees there w
ere 31 865 m

ales and 27 975 fem
ales. 26  

 
24 https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrow

ser/bookm
ark/03e5fb3f-8706-4d85-840a-883a9a839187?lang=en  

25 https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrow
ser/bookm

ark/9c266e26-7670-459d-bd8d-f84cbc40483a?lang=en  
26 https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrow

ser/bookm
ark/2ebad615-c2d2-48df-92fa-40be2cb25dd6?lang=en  
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Eurostat (online data code: M
IG

R
_A

SY
D

C
FSTA

) 27 

           

 
27 https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrow

ser/bookm
ark/2ebad615-c2d2-48df-92fa-40be2cb25dd6?lang=en  
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 M

igrant’s Integration Indicators: E
m

ploym
ent &

 U
nem

ploym
ent  

A
nother im

portant aspect that has been considered is m
igration’s integration, w

hether the m
igrants are em

ployed or unem
ployed.  

E
m

ploym
ent rates by sex, age, and citizenship (%

) 

 

 

Source: Eurostat (online data code: LFSA
_ER

G
A

N
) 28 

The above graph represents the em
ploym

ent rates of im
m

igrants and natives in 2021. The em
ploym

ent rate for G
erm

an w
as 77.9%

, w
hile that for im

m
igrants w

as 64.5%
, so, the 

em
ploym

ent rate w
as higher for the natives than for the im

m
igrants. 

 
28 https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrow

ser/bookm
ark/cee8f878-0e66-4702-a8e5-d859b38a9083?lang=en  
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Source: Eurostat (online data code: LFSA
_ER

G
A

N
) 29 

The graph put into com
parison the em

ploym
ent rates by sex. The em

ploym
ent rates, both for native and im

m
igrants m

ales, w
ere higher than that of fem

ales. The em
ploym

ent rate 
for native m

ales w
as 80.5%

, w
hile that for im

m
igrant m

ales w
as 73.4%

. The em
ploym

ent rates for native fem
ales w

as 75.2%
, w

hile that for im
m

igrant fem
ales w

as 54.7. 

U
nem

ploym
ent rates by sex, age, and citizenship (%

) 

 

 
29 https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrow

ser/bookm
ark/cee8f878-0e66-4702-a8e5-d859b38a9083?lang=en  



36 
 Source: Eurostat (online data code: LFSA

_U
R

G
A

N
) 30 

The graph com
pares the unem

ploym
ent rates of natives and im

m
igrants in 2021. In 2021, the unem

ploym
ent rate for the natives w

as 3.3%
 w

hile for the im
m

igrants w
as 7.7%

. 

  

 

Source: Eurostat online data code: LFSA
_U

R
G

A
N

31 

In 2021 the unem
ploym

ent rates for im
m

igrant m
ales w

as 8%
, w

hile that for native m
ales w

as 3.3%
. w

hile for im
m

igrant fem
ales the unem

ploym
ent 

rate w
as 7.2%

, and for the natives w
as 2.7. For the unem

ploym
ent rates, w

e see that in 2021 they w
ere higher for the m

ales, in com
parison w

ith the 
fem

ales.   

   

 
30 https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrow

ser/bookm
ark/09fe6075-3773-4ebf-99f4-e389c116348c?lang=en  

31 Ibid. 
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  C

onclusion 

G
erm

any is the European country w
ith the highest num

ber of foreign born, according to data from
 the International M

igration O
rganization. In the 

past few
 years G

erm
any has saw

 a peak of im
m

igrants, both from
 Eu and non-EU

 countries. M
oreover, the country hosts the highest num

ber of asylum
 

seekers and refugees, indeed it is the fifth country in the w
orld. 32  

G
erm

any, as m
any other European country, has been facing the issue of ageing of the native population. In addition, from

 2013 till 2021 the country 
had experienced a negative natural change, m

eaning that the num
ber of death w

as higher than birth. H
ow

ever, as above dem
onstrated (under section 

population grow
th), if one com

pare natural change w
ith net m

igration, it can be seen that the population has increased due to m
igration. O

ne can 
conclude that the increased num

ber of m
igration m

ay, in the short term
, solve the issue of ageing of population and of the negative natural change.  

G
erm

any is not only an im
portant country w

hen it com
es to m

igration, but also for asylum
 seekers and refugees. The country has experienced a peak 

in the num
ber of asylum

 seekers in 2015, the m
ajority of asylum

 seekers w
ere com

ing from
 Syria, due to the civil w

ar.  

Finally, a last aspect w
hich has been covered in the report is the m

igration’s indicators, in particular the em
ploym

ent and unem
ploym

ent of the 
im

m
igrants in 2021. From

 the data, it w
as show

n that the m
ajority of foreigners they w

ere em
ployed.  

        

 
32 International O

rganization M
igration Report, 2022  


