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INTRODUCTION

Migration in France has a long and fascinating history which has taken on considerable importance

since the mid-19th century. Reason behind this is that France was the largest nation in western

Europe in the early modern period and internal migration accounted for most human movement that

supplied workers and artisan to needy fields, towns and cities. In addition to this, France had a great

reputation in the early 20th century for being the European Country mostly open to immigrants,

which includes political refugees; later it changed when opposition rose to continued immigration

from Africa.

Historically, between 1850 and 1914 around 4.3 million foreigners entered France, and at the time

of World Wars I and II nearly 3 million. Approximately 6% of the population came as immigrants

in France from neighboring countries, such as Italy, Spain, Belgium, and Switzerland. These

immigrants were quickly assimilated into the national population of France. After World War II,

when there was an acute labor shortage, immigration, again, reached a high level in France. It is

pertinent to mention here, in the first two post-war decades, immigration contributed about 40% to

the growth of the French population, although immigration flattened out after 1974. After 21st

century, immigrant streams came from North Africa, notably Algeria and the former protectorates

of Morocco and Tunisia1.

France is one of the European oldest countries for immigrants with approximately ¼ of its

population. Most of the immigrants (around 2/3) are foreign born and came outside Europe,

whereas 90% of the immigrants are from underdeveloped countries. However, keeping into

consideration current COVID-19 pandemic situation and health crisis, a major decrease has been

seen in the migrants in France2. However, the data extracted from Eurostat’s immigration from Non-

EU migrants increased in 2020 by two percent.

A. STOCK OF TOTAL POPULATION (2019)

Table 1. Source: EUROSTAT[demo_pjan]

2 https://www.euronews.com/tag/migrants
1 https://www.euronews.com/tag/migrants



The above table 1 shows the stock of total population. It indicates the inhabitants of France in the

year 2019 which is 67,177,636 in total.

B. POPULATION GROWTH (2010-2019)

Table 2. Source: EUROSTAT[demo_pjan]



As we can see from Table 2, the French population has steadily risen over the last 10 years by

3.895% since 2010.

C.1. STOCK OF MIGRANTS IN THE LAST 10 YEARS (2010-2019)

Table 3. Source: EUROSTAT[migr_pop3ctb]



According to table 3, the data extracted from Eurostat’s, the stock of immigrants in the last 10 years

has constantly increased about 5.97%.

C.2 FLOWS OF MIGRANTS IN THE LAST 10 YEARS

Table 4. Source: EUROSTAT[migr_imm3ctb]



According to table 4, the flow of migrants in the last 10 years has reached its peak in 2018, and it slightly

decreased in the following year. According to Eurostat’s database, we can note that over the year 2010

immigrant people in France were 307,111, while in 2019 immigrant people were 385,591, which means that

in the last 10 years the flow of migrants has increased by 5.0%.

D.1 STOCK OF IMMIGRANTS DIVIDED BY COUNTRY OF BIRTH (2010-2019)

Table 5. Source: EUROSTAT[migr_pop3ctb]



As we see in table 5, according to Eurostat’s database and, as we mentioned before, the stock of

migrants has increased over its 10 year period. The majority of the immigrants are born outside the

French territory and they’re from foreign countries especially from Non-EU 27 countries (mostly

Africa). Actually a good part of foreigners also consists of immigrants coming from EU countries

(about 2 millions).

D.2 IMMIGRATION FLOW BY COUNTRY OF BIRTH

Table 6. Source: EUROSTAT [migr_imm3ctb]



As we see in table 6, according to Eurostat’s database, the flow of migrants has increased over the

10 year period considered. The majority of the immigrants are born in Non-EU28 countries (mostly

Africa). We observe a slight increase of 1,36% in the number of immigrants who were born in

Non-EU28 countries comparing 2013 to 2019. We lack the data regarding Non-EU28 countries in

the years 2010, 2011 and 2012.

E.1 IMMIGRATION STOCK BY AGE GROUP

Table 7. Source: EUROSTAT[migr_pop3ctb]



As we see in the table, the most relevant categories of immigrants in France between the years

2010-2019 belong to the ages 20-24 and minors under 15 years. Even though the trend in the

European context presents a decrease of the fertility rate, there’s a consistent number of young

people. Nevertheless, it is important to note that there’s a highly consistent part of immigrants’

population that is made of adults of 65 years or over.

E.2 IMMIGRATION FLOW BY AGE GROUP

Table 8. Source: EUROSTAT [migr_imm1ctz]



As we see in table 8, the most relevant categories of immigrants in France between the years

2010-2019 belong to the ages 20-24 and minors under 15. Even though, as we said before, the trend

in the European context presents a decrease in the fertility rate, the French age pyramid still has a

large base.

F.1 IMMIGRATION STOCK BY CATEGORY (SEX)

Table 9. Source: EUROSTAT[migr_pop3ctb]



Based on the data collected, the number of males immigrants is fewer than female immigrants, and

it has always been higher than the male ones from 2010 to 2019. In addition to that we can see a

slight increase of about 1.61% in the number of female immigrants compared to the year

2010-2019. This feminization in migration is usually attributed to family reunification, because

historically, men tend to migrate to find work and their female partners join them later. The other

reason is the rise of “independent” female migration with the goal of finding equal education and

employment as men.



F.2 IMMIGRATION FLOW BY CATEGORY (SEX)

Table 10. Source: EUROSTAT [migr_imm8]

Based on the data collected, there is an underrepresentation of male immigrants and the number of

female immigrants has always been higher than the male ones from 2010 to 2019 and we can see a

slight increase of about 1.23% in the number of female immigrants comparing the year 2010 to

2019. This feminization in migration is usually attributed to family reunification, because

historically, men tend to migrate to find work and their female partners join them later. The other

reason is the rise of “independent” female migration with the goal of finding equal education and

employment as men.



G.1 IMMIGRANTS STOCK BY CATEGORY (REASONS FOR MIGRATION)

Table 11. Source: EUROSTAT [migr_resvalid]

If we want to make a comparison between the stock of total migrants in 2010 and 2019, we can see

a raise concerning the total number. There’s a similarity in those two years (but also in the others):

“Family reasons” remains a significant reason for migration and then there are other non-mentioned

reasons indicated as “Others”.

The most obvious rise in the number of immigrants in these years can be seen in the number of

people applying for a “Refugee status” but also for a “Subsidiary protection”. The Subsidiary

Protection is the international protection for people seeking asylum who don’t qualify as refugees.

This rise in the numbers can be due to the wars and crises that have happened in the last decade.



G.2 IMMIGRATION FLOW BY REASONS FOR MIGRATION

TABLE 12. Source: EUROSTAT [migr_resfas]

Based on the data collected from Eurostat’s database, the total flow of immigrants from 2012 to

2019 has increased by 1,44% and the main reason for it has been “family reasons”, while the most

obvious raise belongs to the “remunerated activities”. The flow of migrants with the aim of earning

money has risen from 15,827 people in 2012 to 39,172 people in 2019, which sounds quite rational

because the number of people changing their place of living with the aim of finding better jobs and

salaries is increasing based on the economic problems throughout the world.



H. TOTAL NUMBER OF ASYLUM APPLICANTS BY SEX

Table 13. Source: EUROSTAT [migr_asyappctza]

An asylum-seeker is a person who has left his or her country and is seeking protection from

persecution and serious human rights violations in another country, but who hasn't yet been legally

recognized as a refugee and is waiting to receive a decision on their asylum claim.

As we see in the table, by comparing the years 2010 and 2019, the number of asylum-seekers in

2019 has increased 3 times compared to 2010. One of the main reasons can be the Syrian war in

2011 which led to a huge increase in the number of Asylum applicants in Europe but the increase in

this number is more obvious from the years 2017 to 2019. The main reason for this increase can be

the election of Emmanuel Macron and the new amendments of the asylum and immigration law



which reduced the time limit of entrance to the labor market from 9 months to 6 months for

asylum-seekers and also the lodging time from 120 days to 90 days.

I. TOTAL NUMBER OF ASYLUM APPLICANTS BY AGE GROUP

TABLE N.14. Source: EUROSTAT [migr_asyappctza]

Based on the information that we have gathered, from 2010 to 2019, the age group of 18-34 years is

the first group that has the most applicants for asylum and after that, we can see the minors under 18

years old.

We have to take a look at the situation of minors under 18. Most of the members of this age group

are unaccompanied minors which are principally from Africa (71%) and to a lesser extent from



Asia (20%). According to the knowledge of MMNA's country-oriented unit, 14,908 records of

unaccompanied minors were delivered to French departments between January 1, 2017 and

December 31, 2017.

One of the key features of France is the ever-increasing flow in recent years, leading to many

challenges. These minors have different reasons for leaving their country of origin. The Senate

report describes why unaccompanied minors leave their country of origin: “The reasons for this

particular type of migration are many. Some are fleeing their country of origin where political or

social unrest threatens their safety, others see France as a springboard on their migration path to the

UK, but most came to France in search of economic opportunities they did not find on their own.

Therefore, this is a group that wishes to settle permanently and not be affected by refugee status.

Their appearance is often organized by criminal networks that have to fight. Finally, a large number

of young people seek the protection that our laws provide to minors.”

L. SHARE OF REFUGEES OF TOTAL MIGRATION

TABLE 15. Source: EUROSTAT[migr_resvalid]

As we see in this table, the total migration in the year 2019 has been 3,09,419 and only 15.04%

people received the refugee status out of this number because, as we saw in Table 8.1, the most

important reason for the migrants in 2019 has been the “family reunification.”



M. MIGRANTS INTEGRATION INDICATORS OF EMPLOYMENT OR UNEMPLOYMENT

Table 16. Source: EUROSTAT [lfsa_pgacws]

According to table 16, the foreign people’s unemployment rate (number of unemployed people in

the country, divided by the total number of workers available in the civilian labor force) of 2010 has

been about 13,8% whereas the same rate in 2019 has been 13,07%. So there’s no difference

between these 2 years in this decade.

On the other hand, comparing the foreign people's unemployment rate in 2019 with the nationals’

one (8%)3 we can observe a more significant number for foreigners.

CONCLUSION

While keeping into consideration all the above data, it can be said that, in the European Union,

France is the most popular country of destination after Germany. Even when the population all over

the country was falling due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, France's population stock is increasing in

3 https://www.insee.fr/fr/statistiques/4498582?sommaire=4498692&q=taux+de+chomage+immigr%C3%A9



2022 by approximately 1.5%. It is worth noting that an increase in population when all the world

was facing a decrease means that France is one of a welfare state which in every situation provides

all the facilities to migrants.

As per the research, the reason behind the positive population of migrants in France after the

Second World war, is its immigration policies and main reason behind the France migrants is family

reunification and settlement. Most of the migrants’ people are non- EU born young females, aged

between 20 and 40 years. This is because of correlation with the European Union results since it

considers non-EU countries migrants more populous. In addition to that, we should keep in mind

that the main reason for migration of these young women is family reunification (especially from

North African countries).

Lastly, we must keep in consideration that during the years 2010 and 2019 the number of Asylum

seekers and refugees (usually from Afghanistan or Guinea) has doubled even after there was a

negative decision upon the first asylum application by French immigration authorities. However, an

impact is perceivable on the employment market, labor demand, migrants and immigrants’ decision

itself and collectively on the total number of the migrants in France due to the health crisis in 2019.

Overall, an increase in the migrant population can be seen in France over the years taken into

consideration.


