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The Arab World and the European Union: two 
regions with comparable migration patterns
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Migrant stocks in the Arab States and the European Union
(millions and % of population)

Region Arab States     EU-28

Total Population 411,5 512,4

Inward Migration 40,2 9,8% 57,9 11,3%

Outward Migration 29,9 7,3% 36,8 7,2%

Intra-regional Migration 14,0 3,4% 20,5 4,0%

Migration from the region to the 
other region

7,6 1,8% 0,2 0,0%

Source: UNDESA, International Migrant Stock 2019 by destination and origin,  
https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/data/estimates2/estimates19.asp
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Mortality at sea during the cross-Mediterranean journey to 
Europe all  routes combined 2000-2020
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Mashreq: armed conflicts, critical triggers of 
migration
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Inward and outward migrant stocks in the Mashreq - 2019 
(in thousands)

Country
inward 

migrant stock
Outward 

migrant stock
Total 

population  

Inward - Outward

In numbers % population

Egypt 504 3.548 98.771 -3.044 -3,1%

Iraq 368 2.034 40.854 -1.665 -4,1%

Jordan 3.347 784 8.080 2.562 31,7%

Lebanon 1.864 844 5.965 1.020 17,1%

Palestine 254 3.891 5.196 -3.637 -70,0%

Sudan 1.223 2.041 44.248 -818 -1,8%

Syria 868 8.225 20.202 -7.358 -36,4%

Yemen 386 1.268 29.395 -882 -3,0%

Total 8.813 22.634 252.710 -13.821 -5,5%

Source: UNDESA, Internation al Migrant Stock 2019 by destination and origin,  
https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/data/estimates2/estimates19.asp
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Lower Egypt soon flooded by the Mediterranean? 
water elevation = 2 meters
http://www.floodmap.net
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Mashreq's Share of the World's Stock of Forced Migrants - Mid-2018
UNHCR
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Entries of Syrian refugees in Europe 2011-2016 
Source: Fargues 2016

(1) Syrians smuggled by sea to Greece and Italy 641.502

(2) First-time asylum applicants from Syria in the EU28 827.500

(3)=(2)/(1) Proportion of Syrian asylum seekers 
smuggled into Europe through Greece and Italy

77,5%

(4) Decisions on asylum applications lodged 
by Syrians

Total 564.875

Positive 545.470

% 96,6%

(5)=(1)×(4) Expected number of Syrians smuggled by 
sea who would have obtained a humanitarian visa 
before travelling to the EU

619.465

Source: Author's calculation on the basis of Greece and Italian Police data on persons smuggled by sea and EUROSTAT data on 
asylum claims and decisions
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Gulf States: immigration with no inclusion
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Inward and outward migrant stocks in the Gulf States -
2019 (in thousands)

Country
inward 
migrant 

stock

Outward 
migrant 

stock

Total 
population  

Inward - Outward

In numbers
% 

population

Bahrain 741 60 1.465 681 46,5%

Kuwait 3.035 205 4.247 2.829 66,6%

Oman 2.286 25 4.790 2.261 47,2%

Qatar 2.230 172 2.416 2.058 85,2%

Saudi Arabia 13.122 296 33.839 12.826 37,9%

United Arab 
Emirates

8.587 154 9.688 8.433 87,0%

Total 30.002 913 56.444 29.089 51,5%

Source: UNDESA, International Migrant Stock 2019 by destination and origin,  
https://www,un,org/en/development/desa/population/migration/data/estimates2/estimates19,asp
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Maghreb: Transit with no destination
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Inward and outward migrant stocks in the 
Maghreb - 2019 (in thousands)

Country
inward 
migrant 

stock

Outward 
migrant 

stock

Total 
population  

Inward - Outward

In 
numbers

In 
percentage 

of the 
population

Algeria 249 1.945 42.377 -1.696 -4,0%

Libya 818 181 6.606 638 9,7%

Mauritania 173 129 4.470 44 1,0%

Morocco 99 3.136 36.052 -3.037 -8,4%

Tunisia 57 813 11.725 -756 -6,4%

Total 1.396 6.203 101.230 -4.807 -4,7%

Source: UNDESA, International Migrant Stock 2019 by destination and origin,  
https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/data/estimates2/estimates19.aspPhilippe Fargues 11.03.21
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Europe: Ageing and its paradoxes
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Projected population o the EU27 by broad  age groups in the no 
migration scenario 

Eurostat database, accessed on 22.10.2019
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Overall replacement ratio at age 30 in the EU28
Fargues 2017
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Age at migration and great achievements
[Sources: age at migration: EUROSTAT; age at great achievements: Jones 2010
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Population increase at 20-44 years (thousands) – 2020-2050
Sources: UNDESA Population Prospects, the 2015 Revision (Northern Africa) and EUROSTAT (EU27)
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Population aged 25+ with a tertiary education (ISCED 5 or+) 
among immigrants in OECD and their origin countries - 2010

Fargues P. 2017, ED/GEMR/MRT/2019/T1/1,  UNESCO 
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Conclusion: overcoming integration deficits
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Non-citizens in the Arab countries 
in %, of resident population Mid-2014

Source: Elzein, DeJong, Fargues ,.. The Lancet (2016)
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Bahrain 51,1% 0,0% Iraq 0,3% 0,7% Algeria 0,3% 0,2%

Kuwait 68,7% 0,0% Jordan 7,3% 37,7% Egypt 0,3% 0,3%

Oman 43,7% 0,0% Lebanon 6,6% 31,8% Libya 12,6% 0,4%

Qatar 85,7% 0,0% Palestine n.a. 44,9% Morocco 0,3% 0,0%

Saudi 
Arabia

32,4% 0,0% Syria 0,6% 3,0% Sudan 1,2% 0,6%

UAE 88,5% 0,0% Yemen 2,3% 1,0% Tunisia 0,4% 0,0%

Sub-total
49,4% 0,0%

Sub-total
1,7% 7,6%

Sub-total
0,8% 0,3%
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