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Drivers of Migration

Economic drivers 

Demographic drivers 
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The effect on the population
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What do you want to measure?

Which question are you trying to answer?
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But net migration is not appropriate if you
want to understand the outflows from a
country of origin,

The migration pressure

Gross migration
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Remember the limitation of the data 
that you use.
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Demographic Driver of migration
in 

the DESTINATION COUNTRIES
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Replacement migration is a solution for 
declining population?

Replacement migration refers to the international migration

that would be needed to offset declines in the size of a 
population,

declines in the population of working age

as well as to offset the overall ageing of a population
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Population of Italy in 
2050, indicating those 
who are post-1995 
migrants and their 
descendants, by scenario

29



Age-sex 
structures by 
scenario -
Europe 15
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Age-sex 
structures by 
scenario -
Italy
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Age-sex 
structures
by scenario-
Europe 15
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Age-sex 
structures by 
scenario -
Italy
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UN Report
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Against..

the almost universal impression conveyed to the 

public is that the UN has stated the following:

 (a) that population, workforce numbers and support ratios 

must be kept at their present levels and therefore 

 (b) that the projected levels of immigration must be 

encouraged by the countries concerned.

The idea is that “This interpretation of the report has 

provoked comprehensive public misinformation”
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Demographers critique

Alternatives (pensions, retirement and workforce reform, productivity, 
more substantial changes in fertility) were noted but not evaluated 

The political, social and economic costs of large-scale immigration 
received no mention. 

The Report’s concentration on the demographic abstraction of the 
'potential support ratio' without considering equally or more important 
non demographic components of real dependency levels in real societies, 
has been criticised as 'demographism' (Tarmann 2000).
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At EU level
consensus
on:

Well-managed migration inflows could provide a positive 
contribution to employment and economic growth if we manage to 
successfully promote the integration of immigrants in our societies.

However, even doubling present levels of immigration flows could 
not offset the implications of ageing in the labour market and 
pensions. 

Pension systems are not very sensitive to immigration increases.
Simulations confirm that even doubling or tripling the levels of annual 
immigration flows provided by the baseline demographic scenario for 
the next 40 years could not compensate for the growth of the 
economic dependency ratio.

We will still need to focus our efforts on employment policies and 
pensions reforms, if we are to achieve sustainable labour markets and 
pensions systems. 

“immigration can contribute to filling certain specific gaps on the European labour 
market, but it can in no way stop or reverse the process of significant population ageing in 
Europe” 2002 Social Situation report 
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- The hesitancy of policy makers with regard to immigration as 
an answer to demographic challenges is connected to three 
main aspects: 

- The composition of the immigrant flows involved

To maximise the positive effects of immigration for pension and 
health care systems, the desired immigrants would be as young 
as possible

- The social sustainability of large scale immigration

- The durability of immigration’s effect on ageing

On this view, replacement migration is not a long-term solution 
to population ageing, because migrants also age. While 
increased immigration would certainly have an immediate 
impact on the working-age population, the long-term effects 
are less certain
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Large consensus
Forecasting international migration is a very difficult task, due to the high level of uncertainty
associated with this phenomenon. 

The results of the forecasts are in many cases uncertain, as migration is highly sensitive to two
unpredictablefactors: 

- migration policies 

- political developments, 
Usually: quantification of the knowledge-based scenarios,applying a methodology widely used in 
demographic forecasting, in order to accommodate the possible impact of economic factors and 
migration policies. 

- not consideration the consequences of 
possible future political disruptions
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Forecast of Letizia Mencarini
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Demographic driver of 

migration in the origin 
countries



Demographic transition model
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Beginning, end, 
duration, and 
“multiplier” of 
the 
demographic
transition
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The 
massive 
European 
emigration
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◦ At the end of 18th century more than 8 million people of Europe extraction 
about equally divided inhabited the 2 halves of the American continent

◦ Over 3 centuries Europe had by means of Iberian and British imperialism 
established the political, economic, and demographic foundations for 
coming mass migration

Causes of migration:
◦Economic:

◦The Industrial revolution and technological progress increased the 
productivity and so rendered masses of workers superfluous, 
especially in rural areas 

◦Demographic
◦The transition entailed a large demographic “multiplier” speeding 
up population growth and worsening the problems created by 
economic change

The availability of land and space in North and South 

America (and Oceania) combined with labour demand

created conditions for massive migration



Estimates for European transoceanic migration
between 1846-1932 
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From the major countries of Departure:
◦ 18 million UK/Ireland

◦ 11.1 Italy

◦ 6.5 Spain/Portugal

◦ 5.2 Austria/Hungary

◦ 5 Germany

◦ 3 Poland/Russia

◦ 2 Sweden/Norway

Destinations:
◦ 34.2 million US

◦ (US restrictive laws 1921-4)
◦ 7.1 Argentina/Uruguay

◦ 5.2 Canada

◦ 4.4 Brazil

◦ 3.5 Australia/New Zeland

◦ 1 Cuba

In the first 15 years of 1900 annual 

rate of European emigration = >3 per 

thousand

= 1/3 pop growth



“Old” and 
“new” 
migration to 
United 
States
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Importance of emigration for European demographic 
system
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Italian example:

◦Between 1861-1961, 
8 million of net Italian population loss due to emigration
◦If that emigrants had remained in Italy and had grown at the same rate 
as that of the Italian population 

◦It would in 1981 have numbered 14 million 
= about 25 percent of the national population at that time



Emigration and 
natural growth
for continental
Europe
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Increase of 
agricultural
employment
(1870-1910) and 
emigration (1900-
10)
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Hypotheses about migration and the demographic
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Friedlander (1969)
◦ Examined the interrelationships between migration, fertility and population growth

◦HP: timing of fertility decline depended on 
whether there were opportunities for 
internal/external migration

= The amount of growth from natural increase occurring in European countries during the transition is related to opportunities for migration

Zelinsky (1971) 
◦ There are patterned changes through time in rats of different type of popualtion movement

◦HP: These changes are paralleling the stages of 
the demographic transition (no causal links)

◦Mobility transition: migration and mobility are mechanism
and symptoms of changes taking place in societies



Direction of 
world 
migration
1945-73
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Direction of 
world 
migration post 
1973
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Urban and rural population growth
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Between 2015 and 
2050, population in 
- West Africa will

grow by 133% 
(465 million)

- East Africa will
grow by 120% 
(475 million°

Source: World 
Population 

Prospects, 2012
Medium Fertility

Scenario
Cirad

Cartography Unit

Africa’s population growth: 2015 to 2050
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Women with 
more than 
secondary 
education tend 
to have fertility 
rates that are 
closer to 
replacement 
levels
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